RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYEB
in due course, and sought Alexander, who seemed very glad to see us. My father's salary was fixed at two pounds per week, not a large sum for the needs of so large a family, but when my father mentioned the amount we all thought it a fortune. Alexander had again expressed his regret that he had nothing to offer my mother, but, remembering "auld lang syne," and wishing to help father, he proposed to engage the young masters Stoddart, whom, he said, he would use as frequently as the plays would permit, for children's parts, pages, etc. So it was arranged that, irrespective of age, we should each receive one shilling a performance when we acted speaking parts, and sixpence when we appeared in silent ones.
The varied and extensive repertory of my brothers and myself under this shilling and six-penny arrangement would scarcely be credited. When we entered on our career with Alexander our tender years confined ns to children's parts, but, with advance of time, we were put on in the tragedies as pages, in the nautical. 132stic. 11 of them." 10ly three nights a week, it was far from being an uncomfor-* * '                                  table sort of life. On the non-play nights
